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Tsar. The war spirit and "champagne mood" which was
stirred by the presence of the French guests is well described
by Paleologue in his account of the banquet which Grand
Duke Nicholas gave in Poincare's honor on the evening of
July 22, after a military review at Krasnoe Selo. Paleologue
arrived a few minutes early and found the Montenegrin
Princesses, Anastasia and Melitza, wives of Grand Duke
Nicholas and Grand Duke Peter respectively, decorating the
tables; they both began to talk to him excitedly:
"Do you know that we are passing through historic
days, blessed days! Tomorrow, at the review, the bands
will play nothing but the Marche Lorraine and Sambre et
Meuse. Today, I had a telegram from my father in the
proper style; he tells me we shall have war before the month
is out. What a hero, my father! He is worthy of the Iliad.
Here, look at this little box—it never leaves me; it has
Lorraine soil in it, yes, Lorraine soil, which I collected
beyond the frontier when I was in France two years ago
with my husband. And now look at that table of honor!
It is decorated entirely with thistles; I would not have any
other flowers put on it. Now then! They are thistles from
Lorraine! I picked a few stalks on the territory annexed
[by Germany]; I brought them here and had the seeds
sown in my garden. Melitza, talk to the Ambassador some
more; tell him all this day means to us, while I go and
receive the Tsar."
During the meal I sat next the Grand Duchess Anastasia
and the dithyrambics continued, mixed with prophecies:
"War is going to break out. Nothing will be left of Austria.
You will get Alsace-Lorraine back. Our armies will meet in
Berlin. Germany will be annihilated."
Then suddenly—"I must control myself, the Tsar is look-
ing at me." 23
Late that same night, at 4 A. M., Sazonov sent off to the
Russian Charge d'Affaires at Vienna the warning telegram
23 Paleologue, I, 14 f.

